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Glossary 

3-C Process ð Comprehensive, Cooperative and Coordinated Urban Transportation Planning 

ADT  ð Average Daily Traffic 
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Introduction 

 

Transportation is one of the most important aspects of daily life. The where and how residents travel to 

school, work, and shopping dictate one of the largest allocations of tax collections on the local, state, 

and federal levels. Metropolitan Planning Organizations are charged with investing this public funding 

in a public and efficient manner.  

 

The 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is a 24-year plan that communicates the 

transportation vision of the Acadiana region. The plan sets forth strategies for moving people and 

goods within our region safely and efficiently. The MPO transportation planning process enables a 

regional perspective through a comprehensive, coordinated and continuous planning process. The 

process is data-driven, goal-oriented and facilitates meaningful input from stakeholders and the public. 

It also encourages us to examine and learn from our past, understand where we are at present, and 

determine our best future direction. 

 

Funding for transportation is and will continue to be limited and competitive, so we must focus on our 

top priorities and invest in the right transportation projects and programs. Our long range plans must 

be developed in a financially realistic manner, meaning we cannot plan to spend more than we expect 

to receive. Finally, our plan must be developed through engaging key stakeholder organizations and 

the people within our region. 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION AND PLANNING PROCESS 
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Organization 

 

This Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) was developed in accordance with the latest Federal 

metropolitan planning regulations.  Under these regulations, the Acadiana MPO has been designated 

by the Governor of Louisiana as the MPO for the Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Area and is the re-

sponsible agency for transportation and planning activities. The Acadiana MPO is housed within the 

Regional Planning Commission for the Acadiana region, the Acadiana Planning Commission.  

 

Planning Area 
 

The Acadiana Metropolitan Area encompasses all of Lafayette Parish and portions of Acadia, Vermil-

ion, Iberia, St. Landry and St. Martin Parishes. The Acadiana MPO Study Area is approximately 650 

square miles in size with a population of approximately 340,000.   

 

The 2010 Census Lafayette Urbanized Area boundaries were expanded to include greater portions of 

Iberia, Acadia, Vermilion, St. Martin and St. Landry Parishes.  On July 18, 2013 the United States De-

partment of Transportation designated the Lafayette MPO as a Transportation Management Area 

(TMA). As the MPO moved into a more multi-jurisdictional context, it moved to the Acadiana Planning 

Commission in July 2015 and renamed itself the Acadiana MPO. The Acadiana MPO worked with the 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development to identify the planning area boundaries 

for the Acadiana MPO.  The Acadiana MPO study area boundaries changed from 426 sq. miles to 

650 sq. miles and from a population of 245,619 to a population of 340,389.  The boundaries were 

adopted by the MPO on August 27, 2013.  The Acadiana MPO Study Area boundaries and the Urban-

ized Area boundaries are shown in Figure 1, Acadiana Study Area and 2010  Urbanized Adjusted Ar-

ea.  
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Map 2: Acadiana 

MPO Planning 

Area  

Map 1: Cities 

and Towns in the 

Acadiana MPO 

Region 
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MPO Duties 

 

The major duties and responsibilities of the MPO are outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations 450 

Subpart C and accomplished through a fair and public participation process. The process is governed 

by the Transportation Policy Committee and technically advised by the Transportation Technical 

Committee, in addition to other advisory committees. These duties include: 

 

1. Maintaining a fair and impartial setting for making regional decisions 

2. Identifying and evaluating transportation improvement projects 

3. Incorporating the public into the decision making process 
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Metropolitan 

Transportation 

Plan 

Outlines the 

annual work 

duties and re-

sponsibilities 

of the MPO 

  

Outlines the 

strategies for 

the efficient 

management 

and operations 

of the trans-

portation net-

work 

  

Details the  

incorporation 

of the public 

into the MPO 

process 

  

Details the 

short-range 

funded pro-

jects and pro-

grams for the 

MPO area on a 

3 year horizon 

  

Outlines the 

long range 

transportation 

plans and 

goals for the 

region on a 30 

year horizon 

Public participation in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan process occurred with the presentation 

of the preliminary demographic findings of the report at a visioning meeting in April of 2014. 
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Governance and CommunityParticipation 

 

Two committees oversee the planning process for the Acadiana MPO Planning Area: the 

Transportation Technical Committee (TTC) and the Transportation Policy Committee (TPC), the MPO 

governing Board.  

 

The Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) provides decision-making with regard to the approval and 

adoption of transportation plans and programs.  It is comprised of principal elected officials, or their 

designees, in the metropolitan area as well as state and Federal representatives.  The Transportation 

Technical Committee (TTC) membership includes local, state and Federal transportation planners and 

engineers as well as other technically qualified persons with an interest in the transportation system.  

The TTC provides review and evaluation of the technical aspects of planning activities.  

 

 

 

The MPO also has two single-focus 

subcommittees, the Bicycle Advisory 

Committee and the Acadiana Regional 

Transportation Safety Coalition. The 

Bicycle Advisory Committee is made up 

of cycling enthusiasts and activists in 

the community and developed the MPO 

Bicycle Plan. The Acadiana Regional 

Transportation Safety Coalition is 

charged with implementing the 

Louisiana Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

in the DOTD District 03, which includes 

the Acadiana MPO area.  
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ACADIANA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)  

ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE  

Date Revised: 10/25/2016  

Acadiana MPO Advisory  

Committees 

 

Transportation Technical 

Committee 

Bicycle Advisory Committee  

Acadiana Regional Transportation 

Safety Coalition 

 

Acadiana MPO Staff 

 

 

Regional Administrator: Monique Boulet 

MPO Planning Manager: Melanie 

Bordelon 

Planner III: F. Michael Hollier 

Planner III: Paul Casey 

Engineer II: Chris Cole 

Planner II: Ashley Moran 

Planner I: Phillip Breaux 

Planner I: Rachel Godeaux 

Safety Specialist: Melissa Newell 

Planning Specialist: Chad LaComb 

GIS Technician: Michael Bernard 

Administrative Assistant: Brenda 

Deshotel 

Administrative Assistant: Rose Breaux 

 

 

New Iberia 

City 

Government 

New Iberia 

City 

Government 
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TIP Selection Process 

 

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the short term, four -year financial program that 

describes the schedule for obligating federal funds to state and local projects.  The TIP contains  

funding information for all modes of transportation including highways and bicycle and pedestrian 

projects as well as transit capital and operating costs.  State, regional and local transportation 

agencies update the program on an as-needed basis .  

 

The projects that utilize STP > 200K funding on the TIP are selected using the Acadiana MPOõs TIP 

Selection Process. Jurisdictions complete a project application that asks detailed questions on 

different aspects of the proposed projects. The project applications are reviewed and ranked by staff 

based on pre-determined criteria that was adopted by the Acadiana MPO Policy Committee. The 

criteria includes ranking priorities for projects with limited or no right of way acquisition, projects with 

a  safety benefit, and bike and pedestrian projects.  

 

Staff present the project list with the rankings to the Acadiana MPO Technical Committee, who vote on 

a recommended project list to send to the Policy  Committee. The Policy Committee makes the final 

determination as to what projects are placed on the Transportation Improvement Program.  
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The MTP Development Process 

 

Federal requirements dictate the MTP must be updated every five years and cover a 20 year period at 

the minimum. The Acadiana MPO 2040 MTP covers a 24-year planning period from 2016 to 2040. The 

MPO developed the MTP through an analysis-based process:  
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Goals and Objectives  

 

The most current federal transportation legislation, Fixing Americaõs Surface Transportation Act (FAST 

Act) continues the requirements for comprehensive transportation planning set by previous Federal 

acts.  It also requires that additional factors be considered in developing transportation plans and 

programs.  These factors are: 

These planning factors translate into the goals for the Acadiana MPO and the objectives that will be 

used to realize the goals. Performance measures of the objectives have been incorporated into the 

MTP to fully evaluate the effectiveness of the MPOõs programs.  

Track system condition, needs, and performance  
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/ǊŜŘƛǘΥ  CI²! tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ-.ŀǎŜŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмоΦ  

The diagram below illustrates the FAST Actõs layout for the transportation planning process: data 

collection and analysis to identify needs, priorities, policies, programs, and projects; goals and 

objectives to frame those needs and priorities and establish evaluation criteria; performance 

measures and targets to evaluate alternatives and track progress towards the goals and objectives; 

project prioritization and programming to identify the mix of projects that meet the goals and 

objectives of the plan and contribute progress towards the performance target; and evaluation to 

determine the efficacy of the implementation of the programs and projects. 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/performance_based_planning/pbpp_guidebook/
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FAST Act incorporates  the factors that were used in plan development from the Safe, Accountable, 

Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act ð Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). These factors are: 

1. Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global 

competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency; 

2. Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and non-

motorized users; 

3. Increase the ability of the transportation system to support homeland security and to 

safeguard the personal security of all motorized and non-motorized users; 

4. Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and for freight; 

5. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, and improve quali-

ty of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and State and 

Local planned growth and economic development patterns; 

6. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and be-

tween modes, for people and freight;  

7. Promote efficient system management and operation; and emphasize the preservation 

of the existing transportation system. 

MTP Approval Process 

 

The Acadiana MPO has a MTP approval process, adopted as part of the Public Participation Plan.  
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Relationship Between Transportation Improvement Program and MTP 

 

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the financial realization of the MTP. The  

2040 MTP will serve as the Acadiana MPOõs roadmap to guide transportation investments and 

decisions regarding transit enhancements and expansions, bicycle and pedestrian improvements, 

transportation demand management strategies, Intelligent Transportation System enhancements, and 

roadway improvements.  

 

Those needs are translated into implementable projects and programmed for federal funds by means 

of the TIP. While the MTP establishes the goals and framework, the TIP serves as a tool for program 

and project implementation.  
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Visioning Process 

 

On April 16, 2014, Acadiana MPO held a Vision meeting to provide information and receive  public 

input on the projects for inclusion in the long range transportation modelling process. The 

consultant for the modelling component, Neel-Shaffer, was on hand to receive comments and 

direction from the attendees.  

 

Meeting were held by the Acadiana MPO with each local government in the planning area to 

display the results of the modelling effort and to receive project priorities, specific to each 

jurisdiction.   
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CHAPTER 2: FINANCIAL ANALYSIS AND FINANCIAL CONSTRAINT  

 

Introduction  

 

This document used  to indicate revenues for transportation projects within the Metropolitan Area is 

the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP provides an annual summary of committed, 

as well as expected, revenues for use within the Metropolitan Area. Beyond this document, the 

availability of projected revenues is best obtained from historical analysis of previous roadway 

improvements. The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, as the official 

coordinating agent for federal transportation improvement dollars for the state, maintains a listing of 

all contacts awarded for each metropolitan area by programmatic funding source.  

 

Historical Funding for Street and Highway Projects  

 

By analyzing previously expended transportation funds for projects, the MPO can obtain a reasonable 

figure for estimating future roadway improvement funds that will be available for the area.  

 

 

1991ð 2012 Forecast 

All sources $496,232,415  $1,036,762,979  

Line Item $101,664,322  $184,237,289  

Non-Line Item $394,568,094  $852,525,690  

Capacity $140,253,341  $303,039,141  

¢ŀōƭŜ мΥ !ŎŀŘƛŀƴŀ ath CǳƴŘƛƴƎ τ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ 
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Project Type Improvement Estimation 

 

Estimating the cost of each project type is vital to the long range planning process when 

analyzing potential projects for inclusion in the TIP. The table below provides an estimate in 

2013 dollars of different project types on a per mile basis. 

 

Improvement 
Average Cost 

(2013) 
Per 

   

New Interstate $16,000,000  Mile 

Interstate Widening $6,500,000  Mile 

Interstate Rehab $4,000,000  Mile 

New 4 Lane Arterial $9,000,000  Mile 

New 2 Lane Arterial $4,000,000  Mile 

Arterial Widening $5,000,000  Mile 

Center Turn Lane $2,000,000  Mile 

Reconstruction $1,250,000  Mile 

Overlay $500,000  Mile 

New Interchange $22,000,000  Each 

Interchange Improvement $7,000,000  Each 

Intersection Improvement $750,000  Each 

Railroad Overpass $3,000,000  Each 

Sidewalks $500,000  Mile 

¢ŀōƭŜ нΥ !ŎŀŘƛŀƴŀ ath LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ /ƻǎǘ όнлмоύ tŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘ 
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Introduction 

 

Urban transportation planning  has two equally important components: engineering estimates of the 

capacity and cost of building roadways and demographic estimates of the amount of persons who will 

use these roadways. The MPO forecasts the number of people, households, school children, and 

businesses, each of which generate significant traffic. Appendix 1 provides technical details on the 

methods. The demographics are the backbone of the transportation model. Elected officials and their 

technical advisors also use this information to select which roads to build.  

 

Projections 

 

Robust, sustained growth is expected in the Acadiana Metropolitan Area Study Region through the year 

2040. The regionõs population is projected to increase by 148,000 new residents (44 %) from 2010 to 

2040. That population is greater than the 2014 population of the City of Lafayette.  The bar chart 

below illustrates these increases with four key variables.  

CHAPTER 3 : DEMOGRAPHICS 

Chart 1: Acadiana MPO Planning Area Population Growth 2010-2040 
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In the map below, the red -- yellow -- blue spectrum illustrates the least to most population change. Each 

of the ten colors show ten percent of the total number of person or household or other group being 

measured. This includes the City of Lafayette and all of the area within the parish. Significant parts of 

Iberia and St. Martin are included along with adjoining areas of Acadia, Vermilion, and St. Landry.  

Within each of these municipalities and unincorporated areas, 991 neighborhoods are mapped and 

studied. These neighborhoods are technically known as a Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs), each of which is 

bounded by a roadway, a stream or a railroad. 

 

Map 3: Acadiana MPO Planning Area  Population Growth 2010-2040 
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Four Demographic Measurements 

 

Four measurements are used to predict the amount of traffic in this planning area: population, 

households, workers, and schools. Each of these four measurements is measured and counted 

many different ways to improve the accuracy of the traffic estimate. For example, a TAZ located in a 

residential area in close proximity to a school and a retail area will, in general, generate a different 

amount of traffic than a TAZ located in a more rural area without adjacent businesses or schools. 

 

Population and Dwelling Unit Methodology 

 

The demographic estimates are the results of a series of factors. The population of each TAZ is aged 

to determine the expected number of deaths each decade. Birth rates relevant to each TAZ are 

applied. In and out migration and the ages of those migrants are estimated by viewing past trends. 

Past growth in number of dwelling units is analyzed and actual growth in dwelling units through 

2013  researched. Assumptions are made regarding expected new housing units and the associated 

number of migrants expected. Areas of very recent growth are assumed likely to continue growing if 

available land for development exists. Growth is deemed more likely adjacent to areas already 

developed, with utilities and infrastructure. Growth is assumed more likely in accessible areas, areas 

with transportation links ð and much less likely in environmentally sensitive areas, like flood zones. 
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Employment and School Methodology 

 

Employment is projected separately for two distinct employment sectors, using different 

methodologies. Retail employment growth is directly related to population growth. Regions of greatest 

population growth can expect significant employment growth. It is assumed, however, that retail 

employment in all parts of the study area will grow at least modestly, even with very little or no 

population growth in the immediate area. All parts of the study area should benefit from the overall 

population growth.  

 

Non-retail employment does not directly depend on the population growth in the immediate area, and 

thus is more tied to the overall growth of the region. Most jobs are expected to grow at approximately 

the same rate as the population in the study area. Several specific industry categories, such as 

finance, medical, government and computer elated services are expected to grow  slightly faster than 

the rate of population growth.  

 

School attendance is driven solely by the population projections. Thus, the school attendance 

increases results in education employment. 

 

Overall Population Estimates 

Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

YEAR 2010 2020 2030 2040 30 YEAR 

GROWTH 
30 YEAR 

GROWTH 

RATE 
Population 338,325 389,328 434,015 486,878 148,553 43.9% 

Dwelling Unit 140,714 157,809 173,305 186,991 46,277 24.7% 

Tot Workers 167,209 203,498 227,743 255,986 88,777 53.1% 

School Age 88,857 96,573 109,825 126,568 37,711 42.4% 

Table 3: Acadiana MPO Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals by Category 
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As can be seen in Table 3 and Chart 2, the growth is robust in a state with shrinking populations within 

a southern region undergoing steady urbanization. Four massive hurricanes over a period three years 

have shifted populations movements along the Gulf of Mexico: Katrina ð August, 2005; Rita ð 

September 2005; Gustav ð August, 2008 and Ike ð September 2008. The MPO Planning Area has 

mostly been spared severe hurricane winds over the past fifty years. As a result, insurance companies 

did not raise wind coverage rates nor the National Flood Insurance Program flood protection rates 

increase as dramatically as areas south of Louisiana Highway 14 in adjoining parishes. 

 

Other factors effecting growth have been increased oil and gas production related to fracking, which is 

serviced worldwide by petroleum service companies headquartered in the region. Many of these 

companies are located  along US Highway 90 connecting the City of Lafayette to the City of New Iberia, 

both of which are the major population centers in the planning area. The oil bust in the 1980õs resulted 

in a diversification of the economy in the Acadiana region away from petroleum, although this sector 

remains dominant.  

 

Chart 2: Acadiana MPO Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals by Category 
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette (ULL) has a long tradition of strong computer science 

programs since the 1950õs which resulted in many local residents ready of the digitalization of 

government, education, commerce and industry in the 1990õs and beyond into the Twenty-First 

Century. The education investment created a favorable 

environment for the Fiber to Home Program by Lafayette 

Utilities System, a public utility wholly owned by 

Lafayette Government investing over $100 million in 

high speed internet, video, and phone services. This has 

led to location of software developers and digitalization 

of entertainment industries in  the MPO Planning Area. 

 

Medical services also underwent concurrent growth from the 1980õs onward leading to the 

location and expansion of regional medical centers at Lafayette General, Iberia Medical Center, 

Lourdes Hospital, and Regional Medical Center of Acadiana. Additional specialty hospitals like 

Women and Childrenõs Hospital and the Cardiovascular Institute of the South have driven growth 

as well. The medical workforce alone today is more than 20,000 workers. 

 

Other significant components of the local economy are: 

 

New concepts in residential development like the New Urbanist River Ranch, combined with 

regulatory innovations by local governments, the university and private business have propelled 

the construction industry forward in commercial activity. Construction activity in 2013 reached 

over $281 million. 

 

Nearly one quarter of the MPO Planning Areaõs sale tax revenues is brought in by spenders from 

outside of the parishõs borders. People from all over the country travel here for many reasons, 

including shopping, entertainment, recreation, dining, services and business. The population in the 

MPO Planning Areaõs trade market is in excess of 600,000 people and over 1 million tourists visit 

this area every year. 
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The financial industry within the MPO Planning Area is comprised of 25 locally-owned and nationally 

operated banking institutions, with an estimated $5,620,021,000 in deposits as of June 2013. They 

provide services ranging from simple savings and checking accounts to complex commercial 

investments. Thirteen credit unions have also been established within the Parish, with estimated 

total assets over $384 million in 2013. 

 

The innovation of local manufacturers has resulted in the transformation of traditionally low 

technology industries into modern high-tech environments through state-of-the-art computers, 

intelligent manufacturing systems, robots and automation. Thriving manufacturing businesses in the 

MPO Planning Area  can be found across sectors including jewelry, oil and gas, marine, food 

production, and specialty metals. 

 

Containing the major US highways of Interstates 10 and 49 and US 90 and 167, the MPO Planning 

Areaõs strategic location has contributed to the viability of the transportation/distribution industry. 

Cargo can be delivered via the Intracoastal Waterway, and the proximity of the Gulf of Mexico makes 

deliveries and exports by sea feasible.  

 

MPO Population by Parish  

 

As shown by Table 4, Lafayette Parish is wholly contained within the Lafayette MPO Planning Area, 

comprising nearly two thirds of the planning area population. The overall rate of growth for the 

planning area and the parish of Lafayette show parallel lines on the graph indicating nearly the same 

rates of growth. However, the remaining portions of adjoining parishes have much flatter and lower 

trend lines indicating less growth at a lower rate of increase. 
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Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

PARISH   YEAR GROWTH 

2010 2020 2030 2040 30 YEAR 

GROWTH 
30 YEAR 

GROWTH 

RATE 
Acadia 2,659 3,452 4,283 5,297 2,638 99% 

Iberia 60,368 67,273 73,983 82,196 21,828 36% 

Lafayette 221,524 255,231 282,500 314,060 92,536 41% 

St Landry 7,690 9,349 11,200 13,613 5,923 77% 

St Martin 41,233 47,656 54,026 61,544 20,321 49% 

Vermilion 4,851 6,366 8,024 10,168 5,317 1.10% 

TOTAL 338,325 389,328 434,015 486,878 148,553 38.3% 

Table 4: Acadiana MPO Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals  by Parish 

Chart 3: Acadiana MPO Population Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals  by Parish 
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MPO Housing Units by Parish 

 

Table 5 and Chart 4  indicate that the household size in the study area is expected to grow from 

2.40 persons to 2.60 persons. The growth in household size is estimated by an analysis of race, 

age and gender combinations in growing neighborhoods. These neighborhoods have more children 

per household;  these children will increase the school population. 

 

The overall rate of growth in the chart is mirrored by Lafayette Parish. However, Iberia and St. 

Martin Parishes have lower and flatter slopes. This graphic pattern means lower and slower growth 

rates. The remaining portions of adjoining parishes are very low and flat in growth rates. In terms of 

distribution, the urban core is losing households while surrounding areas are gaining households.  

Population density remains steady in the urban core and extending southward and northward in 

2040.  

Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Housing Unit (HU) Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 
  

PARISH YEAR GROWTH RATE 

2010 2020 2030 2040 NUMBER PERCENT(%) 

Acadia 1,052 1,329 1,626 1,928 876 83 

Iberia 24,394 26,384 28,371 30,115 5,721 23 

Lafayette 93,621 105,448 115,544 124,163 30,542 33 

St Landry 3,255 3,788 4,362 4,971 1,716 53 

St Martin 16,488 18,482 20,496 22,351 5,863 36 

Vermilion 1,904 2,378 2,906 3,463 1,559 82 

TOTAL 140,714 157,809 173,305 186,991 46,277 33 

AVG HU SIZE 2.40 2.47 2.50 2.60 0.20   

Table 5: Acadiana MPO Housing Unit (HU) Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 
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MPO Employment by Parish 

 

As shown in Table 6 and Chart 5, the number of workers is estimated to increase by 54% in the 

parish of Lafayette with a household increase of 33% during the same period. Beyond being the 

most populous, Lafayette Parish has the highest number of workers. The relative increase of 

workers to the number of households indicates that the number of workers per household is 

increasing. The relative increase means that more adult, two wage earner households are 

anticipated to reside in the area or additional workers are commuting into the area for work. 

 

A comparison of the dramatic rate of change in the number of workers is shown in the 

steepness of curve slope for total employment and Lafayette Parish Employment. 

The data analysis shows that workers are concentrated in the core of Lafayette Parish. The 

distribution of employment is the reverse of residential pattern. Workers work in the center of 

the planning area. Residential households are distributed in  the outlying areas around the 

employment center. 

Chart 4: Acadiana MPO Housing Unit (HU) Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 
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Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Worker Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

PARISH YEAR GROWTH RATE 

2010 2020 2030 2040 NUMBER PERCENT (%) 

Acadia 447 582 659 748 301 67 

Iberia 27,173 31,900 35,475 39,597 12,424 46 

Lafayette 123,761 151,803 169,811 190,681 66,920 54 

St Landry 1,358 1,698 1,944 2,252 894 66 

St Martin 13,610 16,359 18,537 21,196 7,586 56 

Vermilion 860 1,156 1,316 1,511 651 76 

TOTAL 167,209 203,498 227,743 255,986 88,777 53 

AVG WORKER/HU 1.19 1.29 1.31 1.37 0.18 15.2 

Table 6: Acadiana MPO Worker Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

Chart 5: Acadiana MPO Worker Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 
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MPO School Age Attendance by Parish 

 

As shown on Table 7 and Chart 6, there are more student populations in the outlying areas than in 

the urban core. The number of students in these outlying areas  is indicative of an out migration 

from the urban core to suburban neighborhoods. In addition, these suburban families have larger 

family sizes than those in the center of the city.  

Acadiana Metropolitan Planning Organization 

School Age Attendance Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

PARISH YEAR GROWTH RATE 

2010 2020 2030 2040 NUMBER PERCENT 

Acadia 533 586 727 1,000 467 88 

Iberia 14,101 14,663 17,483 20,207 6,106 43 

Lafayette 61,843 67,009 75,038 84,981 23,138 37 

St Landry 1,968 2,421 2,950 3,603 1,635 83 

St Martin 9,059 10,268 11,839 14,179 5,120 57 

Vermilion 1,353 1,626 1,789 2,598 1,245 92 

TOTAL 88,857 96,573 109,825 126,568 37,711 42 

STUDENT/

HU 
1.58 1.63 1.58 1.48   

Table 7: Acadiana MPO School Age Attendance Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 

Chart 6: Acadiana MPO School Age Attendance Count in 2010 and Estimates by Ten Year Intervals 
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Daily Flow and Delay 

 

The map below shows how the distribution of population utilizes the transportation network creating 

daily flows of traffic. Traffic delay s are characterized by slower speeds, longer trip times, and 

increased queuing. Each of these criteria are the indicators of traffic demand that is greater than 

the available capacity of the road network. These conditions are exacerbated by various land use 

and infrastructure investment decisions that do not promote the most efficient use of the 

transportation network. Delay is calculated by determining the difference between the estimated 

travel time under actual (often congested) conditions and under uncongested conditions. 

 

 

Map 4: Acadiana MPO Planning Area  2010-2040 Circles with a Radius of One Mile (Persons per Square Mile ) 
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Daily traffic flow and delay is illustrated by the five maps on the following pages, with largest map 

illustrating the number of daily trips. Roadways are mapped using lines that trend from red to blue. 

The least number of trips are shown in red while the most number of trips are shown in blue. The 

blue roads are ones which drivers take from the outlying red road areas into the center of Lafayette 

Parish. These outlying areas are growth areas, which have growing populations. The center of the 

parish has declining populations, but more employment. Trips to and from work and home explain 

the pattern. The four smaller maps depict delay. The bluer the area, the more delay while orange 

areas have less delay. Yellow and green are midway between these two extremes.  

 

The current 2010 map  shows significant delay along the eastern portions of Interstate 10. 

The 2020 maps shows slightly less delay in the same area along eastern Interstate 10. However, 

delay is building toward Duson on the western end of Interstate 10 and along Interstate 49 from 

Carencro northward. 

 

By 2030, we see an increase in delay of these previous areas, but also toward the south along US 

Highway 90 near northwest of New Iberia. In 2040,  all of these blue area intensity indicating 

widespread delay along major roadway traveling from outlying areas into Lafayette Parish. 

This pattern reinforces the view that these outlying areas are growth areas, with populations 

traveling into the center of Lafayette Parish and residing in outlying areas. 
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Map 5: Acadiana MPO Daily Flow 2010  
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Map 6: Acadiana MPO Hours of Delay per Square Mile ñ 2010-2040  
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Introduction  

 

Streets and highways are the backbone of the Acadiana MPO transportation system. Over 95% of trips 

generated in the area are vehicle based trips that utilize the streets and highway network to navigate 

the community. This fits in with the largely low-density, suburban and agricultural development 

patterns that dominate the area. As such, the majority of the effort of analyzing the existing 

transportation network and developing new projects was focused on expanding and adding capacity to 

the surface transportation roadway network.  

 

 

CHAPTER 4: STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
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Federal and State Highways 

 

Several Federal and State highways serve the study area.  These facilities constitute the main 

network of roadways in the area.  The most significant of the facilities are: 

 

I-10   This freeway is one of the major interstate highways in the United States running 

from Los Angeles, California to Jacksonville, Florida.  It traverses the Acadiana MPO Planning Area 

in an east-west direction. It connects the Acadiana MPO Planning Area with urban areas in south 

Louisiana and the southern United States, including Baton Rouge and New Orleans on the east 

and Lake Charles and Houston, Texas on the west. Access to and from Interstate 10 in the 

Lafayette area is provided by its interchanges at Austria Road, Apollo Road (LA 93), Ambassador 

Caffery Parkway (LA 3184), University Avenue (LA 182), Interstate 49/Evangeline Thruway (U.S 

167), Louisiana Avenue, Rees Street (LA 328) and Grand Point Highway (LA 347).  

 

I-49  This freeway runs in north-south direction from its interchange with I-10 in Lafayette 

to Alexandria and Shreveport, Louisiana on the north. It provides access to the northern area of 

the Acadiana MPO Planning Area with interchanges provided at Pont Des Mouton Rd, Gloria 

Switch Road (LA 98), Hector Conolly Road, North University Avenue (LA 182) and Napoleon Avenue 

(LA 182).   

 

US 90   Prior to the construction of the Interstate Highway System, this Federal Highway was 

the major east/west route in the southern United States.  It traverses the Study Area parallel to I-

10 East and West of Lafayette through the southern Louisiana cities of Lake Charles, Crowley, 

New Iberia, Morgan City, Houma, and New Orleans. 
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US 167  This principle highway follows the Interstate 49 alignment, continues south along 

Evangeline Thruway, and then Johnston Street, which runs in a northeast-southwest direction 

through Lafayette Parish.  US 167 (Johnston St), which borders the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette on the north, continues to the southwest to Abbeville, Louisiana. On the north, 

U.S.167  connects Lafayette with the Louisiana cities of Opelousas, Alexandria, and Ruston, 

and continues north to the State of Arkansas. 



!ŎŀŘƛŀƴŀ ath a¢t нлпл 

пт 

State Highways: There are numerous state highways, 

which serve the Acadiana MPO Planning Area and 

carry relatively high volumes of traffic. The major 

state highways include:  

 

¶ LA 182 (University Avenue),  

¶ LA 3073 (Ambassador Caffery Parkway),  

¶ LA 3184 (Bertrand Drive),  

¶ LA 3025 (North/South College Road), 

¶ LA 92 (E. Milton Avenue) , 

¶ LA 733 (E. Broussard Road),  

¶ LA 728-3 (Surrey Street),  

¶ LA 724 (Duhon Road), 

¶ LA 674 (Admiral Doyle Drive),  

¶ LA 339 (Verot School Road),  

¶ LA 328 (Anse Broussard Highway),  

¶ LA 98 (Gloria Switch Road),  

¶ LA 94 (Simcoe Street),  

¶ LA 93 (Ridge Road),  

¶ LA 92 (Milton Avenue), and  

¶ LA 31 (Main Highway). 


